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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a switch device 
in which sound volume adjustment is instantaneously 
conducted by causing audio volume control to be 
independent of another apparatus control system, 
conducting the sound volume adjustment through an 
rotation operation, and conducting audio silencing 
control through center depressing operation. 
SOLUTION: Respective on-vehicle apparatuses are 
layering controlled by a multifunction switch. First layer 
is for fundamental items such as a meter, an air 
conditioner, second layer is for functions of fundamental 
items such as cooling, TV, and third layer contains the 
operation contents of respective specific functions, for 
instance, ON, OFF and the like. On audio volume, the 
increasing, decreasing, and silencing of the sound volume 
is provided independent of the three layers. Selection in 
the layer, or movement between the layers can be 
conducted by fixed or moving contacts respectively 
arranged above and below, and right and left of the 
multifunction switch. By selectively depressing the peripheral depressing portions 22a, 22b of an 
operation button 20, item selection is conducted in a vertical direction in the respective layers. 
The movement between the layers is conducted by the peripheral depressing portions 22s, 22d, 
and audio silencing is conducted by a center depressing portion 24. 
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